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On April 18, during his Sunday homily, San Salvador Archbishop Gregorio Rosa Chavez warned
of a resurgence of killings by right-wing death squads. According to Rosa Chavez, the Catholic
church's human rights office (Tutela Legal) reported that at least six persons had been tortured
and killed during the previous two weeks. The most recent victims were found gagged and showed
signs of burns and other types of torture, "signs typical of the death squads," said Rosa Chavez.
"This may be an indication that certain structures in the government may still be intact, because
no decision has been taken to eradicate them." The Archbishop's comments came just one month
after release of the Truth Commission report (see Central America Update 03/26/93), which had
recommended dismissal of over 200 military officers, some of whom are suspected of being involved
with the death squads. President Alfredo Cristiani's administration, however, was sharply critical
of the report. The governing Nationalist Republican Alliance (Alianza Nacionalista Republicana,
ARENA) party pushed a general amnesty law through the legislature and the President has insisted
his administration will not follow through on other recommendations made by the Commission. The
Truth Commission concluded that military-linked death squads "remain a potential menace" in El
Salvador. The report indicated that the "problem is so serious" that further investigations need to be
carried out. (Source: Associated Press, 04/18/93)
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